
Early Years 
Foundation Stage



Phonics



Our school has chosen 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised as our Systematic Synthetic 

Phonics (SSP) programme to teach 

early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



 These are the first group of letters and sounds your child 

will learn.

 We start teaching from week 2 of Reception.

 The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging and have 

been designed to gradually build over time.

This term we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds
Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


 Teacher-led blending is taught throughout 

Phase 2.

 Our aim to is to teach every child to blend 
by Christmas.

 We will inform you if your child needs 
additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to 

read



 These words have unusual spellings e.g. 

he, the, was.

 They are taught in a systematic way.

 Children are now learning to read the 

Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, the, put, pull, full, 
as, and, has, his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 

push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Reading tricky words



 

 

 

 

How we make learning stick



 Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes they have been 

taught.

 They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have handwriting lessons.  

 

Spelling 



 Say the word.

 Segment the sounds.

 Count the sounds.

 Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

 timetabled three times a week

 taught by a trained teacher/teaching 

assistant

 taught in small groups

 children in Reception will bring a book home 

by week 4 of the first half-term.

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



 Your child should be able to read their book 

without your help.

 They might sound out words and blend them 

before they read them fluently.

 If they can’t read a word, read it to them.

 Talk about the book and celebrate their 

success.

Listening to your child read their phonics 

book



Wordless books are invaluable as they 

teach reading behaviours and early 
reading skills to children who are not 
blending – yet!

 Talk about the pictures.

 Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

 Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



The love of reading book is for YOU to read:

Make the story sound as exciting as you 

can by changing your voice.

 Talk with your child as much as you can:
o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

o Make up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

o Describe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

 understand words and sentences

 use a wide range of vocabulary

 develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 

read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J





Early Hand-writing
Where they are now….
…just getting started.







How children 

learn to write 
independently….



How we help children on their writing journey….

1.      Lots of opportunities for mark-making – children ascribing meaning to the marks they
have made. Value children’s mark making

Hand-strengthening / fine-motor development

Guided adult tasks – modelling how to apply phonic skills (initial / middle and end 
Phonemes) 

4.         Guided adult tasks – how to write tricky high frequency words

Over-writing ( yellow pen) – to work on a target e.g. letter formation

‘Have a go’ writing

Independent writing.



Writing within Reception 




